FLIGHTS OF TANCY

New York designer Kelly Behun's
artful spaces embrace the fantastical.
Tty werrICOR




INTERVIEW

ART MATTERS

KELLY'S A KOOK MILIEU LINE IS
QUIRKY AND SCULPTURAL.

Marbled Concrete side
table with Antiqued
Brass base, approx.
$2,339. Through
Barneys New York.

“Marbled Concrete
bookends, approx.
$733. Through

Barneys New York.

Lacquer vases, approx.
$1,380/set. Through
Barneys New York.

D

Marquetry Wood-Top end
table with Wicker Base,
approx. $1,481. Through
Kelly Behun Studio.

3 Concrete Pattern Lazy Suzi,
approx. $733. Through
Barneys New York.
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For a bedroom in her 432 Park Avenue project, Kelly
collaborated with Calico Wallpaper to create a metallic wall
covering based on Japanese Kintsugi pottery. “l worked with
them to get that specific blue,” she says. “We were trying to
simulate the night sky, which I’'ve noticed never goes totally
black — it’s a saturated blue that’s very pretty.”

H&H: How did you approach

the model penthouse design for
432 Park Avenue?

KB: The views are gobsmacking —
the building is 96 storeys tall —
and that’s not a word I use every
day. When you have such a
powerful location that’s informed
by the views and nature, you feel
connected to the outside and it
strongly influences the colour
and textures inside. Don’t even
try to upstage the views or
distract from them. In life, you
need to pick your battles, and

in this battle with the views

I happily surrendered on day one.

H&H: Are there any hotel

design secrets you borrow for
residential projects?

KB: Yes! Years ago, while working
for Tan Schrager, I was on the
team that did the Delano South
Beach hotel in Miami. That
Philippe Starck project was
absolutely groundbreaking in
hotel design and contained a
veritable trove of wonderful and

inspiring ideas, a few of which

I fully own up to nicking over the
years. Philippe did some simple
outdoorlighting that looked like
traditional indoor floor lamps
with classic lampshades. I used
that idea in my own backyard and
wish to formally thank him for
that stroke of brilliance!

H&H: Where’s your favourite
spot to escape to?

KB: Long Island, N.Y. Everyone
waxes on about the light, but it
really is kind of magical. Our
house design was about things
being organic, tactile, soft and
elegant. We have lots of
gatherings there and my teenage
sons like having their friends
over. I always wanted to have the
house where kids congregate
because, growing up outside of
Pittsburgh, we had that kind

of house. I wanted to recreate it.

H&H: Do you have a design motto?
KB: Fear not, it’s just a chair.
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